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Introduction 
 
The City of Nampa is one of the most historically significant railroad towns in the west, built as one of a succession of settlements along the Oregon Short Line 
Railroad in the 1880’s, and later becoming the western terminus for the Idaho Central Railway, connecting across the Treasure Valley to Boise.  Over 120 years later, 
trains still rumble through Nampa several times a day, giving a distinct flavor to the downtown core. 
 
Nampa’s downtown, with the historic district at its heart, is the center of the city’s cultural, historic, and civic life.  The city has established three downtown subdistricts, 
the historic district, village district, and business district, each with its own personality.  This Streetscape plan provides a strategy for unifying these subdistricts within 
themselves, and all three together, with the coordinated design of the area between the curb and the property line, or the streetscape. 
 
The streets and sidewalks that form the streetscape are key to the livability, vitality, and identity of Nampa’s downtown.  Well designed streets and sidewalks add 
value and act as a catalyst to the development of private property.  They provide the setting for land use.  The capacity of the street and sidewalk to carry car and 
pedestrian traffic determines, in part, the land uses appropriate for that street.  Sidewalk width, street lights and other amenities affect pedestrian activity and aesthetic 
quality and thus help to determine how adjoining private land is developed and used. 
 

The streetscape for the historic district, the oldest part of downtown, and the area containing the largest number of historic buildings, is characterized by an 
all-brick design, reinforcing the warmth of the primarily brick buildings.  The design is executed in a 2-color scheme, the pattern meant to recall the rhythm of 
railroad tracks and ties. 

 
The streetscape for the village district, future home of new civic buildings such as the Public Safety building and the new City Hall, uses a combination of a 
brick furnishing zone adjacent to the curb and a concrete pedestrian zone.  The patterning of these materials is in a similar rhythm to the historic district while 
providing a separate identity for the village district. 

 
The streetscape for the Business district is the least formal of the three districts, designed to fit with this area of larger building setbacks and potentially less 
pedestrian activity.  It features a furnishing zone of pervious concrete pavers to provide the environmental benefit of more direct stormwater infiltration, and a 
concrete pedestrian zone.  Again, the pattern coordinates with the other subdistricts while keeping its own unique identity. 

 
In addition to these three basic designs, the streetscape plan features several other types: 
 

An Event street design, where the finishes extend across the traffic lanes with flush curbs for the utmost pedestrian experience.  This design occurs on 
streets designated for public markets and other civic functions where the street may be closed to vehicular use. 
 
A Gateway variation of each district design that adds a third traffic lane designated for the higher vehicular use on Second and Third streets. 
 
A Parkway design for 16th Avenue that features three traffic lanes and a lawn-and-trees park strip between curb and sidewalk. 
 
A Neighborhood street design for the streets separating the downtown districts from the surrounding residential neighborhoods that features two traffic lanes 
and a park strip. 
 



A special intersection design at key locations throughout all three districts identifying the most important streets and intersections.  This design provides a 
public art opportunity, envisioning a unique design in the paving at each special intersection. 

 
 A palette of coordinated street furniture, lights, and trees to complete the streetscape types. 
 

A strategy for coordinating utilities in the downtown districts with the streetscape designs to ensure efficient utility layouts and provide maintenance access 
while minimizing streetscape disruption. 

 
Currently a large percentage of the downtown streetscape, particularly in the historic district, is occupied by diagonal parking.  While providing a large number of 
spaces immediately adjacent to businesses, this type of parking reduces the opportunity to use streetscape area for more pedestrian activities such as merchandise 
display, outdoor dining and public art.  All of the proposed streetscape types feature parallel parking in place of the diagonal parking.  This strategy keeps a 
percentage of the spaces formerly provided by the diagonal parking while also freeing up streetscape area for more pedestrian uses.  In the future the City of Nampa 
plans to replace diagonal parking with off-street parking in key locations throughout the downtown area.  It is envisioned that the elimination of the diagonal parking 
will be a gradual process as sections of the new streetscape plan are implemented over a multiyear period. 



Streetscape Type Descriptions 

Historic District 
 
Urban Historic (Brick) 
 
Description: Located within the Historic district on all avenues, and on First and Front Streets (except where noted as Event). Designed for business and mixed-use 
areas where there is a concentration of higher intensity development, ground floor retail, restaurant and entertainment uses.  Designed for heavy pedestrian use and to 
be compatible with retail or similar uses in a dense urban environment.  Features the highest-quality finishes in the plan as befits Nampa’s historic district. 
 
Street:  (2) travel lanes, concrete parallel parking each side 
 
Sidewalk: All drylaid brick from curb to building face, running bond pattern.  6’ wide furnishing zone in dark brick, pedestrian zone in red brick field with pattern 

of dark brick, Frontage zone dark brick.  Refer to “Surfaces” section. 
 
Furnishings: Historic streetlights 72’ on center with (2) trees between each, centered in furnishing zone.  (2) class 3 street trees per block face, located at 

intersections.  Benches, trash receptacles, bicycle racks and other furnishings shall conform to “Furnishings” section. 
 
Street Trees: Class II trees in furnishing zone spaced 36’ on center in pairs centered between streetlights, in 6’x6’ tree grates.  Coordinate planning and installation 

of trees with City of Nampa Forester.  Refer to “Street Tree” section. 



































































































 LANDSCAPE INSTALLATION 
 
                                       
Landscape Irrigation 
All street trees, hanging baskets, and landscaping must be watered with an automatic underground irrigation system. Street trees and 
hanging baskets must be watered with drip tubing, and lawns watered with popup sprinklers.  Hookup to the pressure irrigation supply 
must be in compliance with local plumbing codes and appropriately filtered. The system must be designed and installed by a qualified 
landscape professional utilizing water conservation techniques. All supply piping under paved surfaces must be correctly located and 
installed inside rigid conduit. All valves in the public right-of-way must be correctly located and installed in traffic rated boxes. North 
and east facing sidewalk must be separately zoned from south and west facing sidewalks. The system must include provision for 
winterization.  
 
Street Trees 
Trees must be selected from the approved tree list for the street tree classification appropriate to each project.. Street trees must have a 
2-1/2 inch minimum trunk diameter at the time of installation, be balled and burlapped, and be well formed with no branches below 6 
feet height above the sidewalk level in pedestrian use areas. Trees must be nursery grown and installed by a qualified landscape 
professional. Planting soil must be a well draining blend of pH balanced topsoil and composted amendments. Refer to the “Tree Well” 
and “Tree Planting” details. 
 
Lawn Strips 
Provide lawn sod composed of 80% Bluegrass varieties and 20% Perennial Ryegrass, delivered from a certified sod grower at the time 
of planting. Preparation of the planting soil will consist of placing a 6 inch well draining blend of pH balanced topsoil and composted 
amendments. The soil must not be saturated or frozen. Install the sprinkler circuit for complete coverage either before or after soil 
preparation, and finish grade the surface from sidewalk to curb elevation minus 1-1/2 inch to account for the sod thickness. Lightly 
moisten the soil surface. Lay the sod in unbroken strips with tight joints, fertilize, and irrigate thoroughly. 
 
 
 

                                                                                         STREET TREES 
                 Nampa Streetscape Plan 

 



Specialties 

Kiosks 
 
Description: Kiosks are placed in all three districts at transit stop intersections, as well as other locations where there are information display needs.  They may be two- 
or four-sided with the sides providing a flat surface at pedestrian reading height, the flat surface meant to display temporary announcements about nearby businesses, 
city events, or other uses.  Their design should be compatible with transit shelters and other street furniture.  Their design could also be coordinated with the existing 
signage plan fixtures (see below): 
 
Nampa has an existing signage plan (attached) that should be coordinated with the streetscape plan in typical locations for ease of identification.  This plan includes 
identification signs and directional signs that can identify or provide directions to landmarks, historic sites and historic personalities. 
 
 
Public Art 
 
Description: Public Art is a key aspect of the Streetscape Plan and is an important opportunity for the city of Nampa to incorporate its unique identity into the 
streetscape design.  Multiple opportunities for public art are provided in the plan.  The Nampa Economic Development Department and Nampa Arts Commission will 
coordinate to identify specific artists for each installation. 
 
Gateways: The plan identifies four locations for large scale art installations that should be at an appropriate scale for motorists entering the downtown area, 

potentially spanning across the street.  One of these has already been designed, the railroad arch at the 11th Street underpass (image attached).  
Other locations are Second Street and 16th Avenue, 3rd Street and 1st Avenue, and 12th Avenue at 4th Street 

 
Intersections: The plan identifies special intersections, usually located in special streets, where the paving in the intersection has been designed to receive a 

unique art design for each intersection.  See plan for locations. 
 
Wall Alley: Since Wall Alley is a pedestrian space between the mostly blank sides of buildings, it provides a unique opportunity for flat art, murals, or relief 

sculpture that can be viewed from close range by pedestrians sheltered from traffic.  The Wall Alley special street extends from Front to 2nd Streets. 
 
Vertical Art: The Arts Commission will work with the Economic Development department to identify locations where individual vertical pieces can be placed in the 

pedestrian or furnishing zone of the sidewalk, or at  intersections.  These locations should be coordinated with the needs of adjacent merchants for 
use of the sidewalk. 

 
Transit Shelters: Transit Shelters provide an opportunity for posters or other flat art.  Locations should be coordinated with requirements for some sides of the shelters 

to be transparent. 



Maintenance Guidelines 

Streetscape plan items, including sidewalk paving, trees, planting strips, irrigation, streetlights, and other furnishings, must be maintained.  
Maintenance can be conducted by the Downtown Business Association, individual businesses, or other groups as directed by the city of Nampa.  
It is assumed that maintenance of the streets themselves between curbs will be conducted by the City of Nampa Street Division.  Following are 
guidelines for the maintenance of streetscape items: 
 
Sidewalk Surfaces: Brick and concrete paving should be swept weekly, and rinsed with water as necessary.  To maintain its infiltration 

capabilities, pervious paving should be kept clear of debris and vacuumed semi-annually.  Snow should be removed 
from paved surfaces as soon as is practicable.  Remove snow from sidewalks utilizing rotating brush or blower type 
equipment.  Removed snow can be deposited in planting strips and pervious paver zones for reinfiltration. 

 
Street Trees: Trees must be pruned on an annual basis and treated for pests as necessary.  Tree grates must be kept clear of 

debris to allow infiltration of water and oxygen.  Mechanically remove concentric tree grate rings as tree trunks 
enlarge.  Inspect annually. 

 
Furnishings: Benches, trash receptacles, kiosks, planters, and streetlights should be periodically inspected for loosening of 

fasteners.  They should be washed with water on a monthly basis.  Failed lamps in streetlights should be replaced 
immediately.  Trash receptacles should be inspected weekly and trash removed as necessary.  Touch-up paint 
damaged surfaces on an annual basis. 

 
Planting Strips: Turf should be mown weekly during the growing season, fertilized semi-annually, and kept clear of weeds. 
 
Irrigation Systems: Irrigation systems (including piping located in streetlight poles for aerial baskets) should be inspected for leaks and 

cleared of debris at the beginning of each growing season.  They should be cleared of water and turned off at the 
beginning of each frost season.  They should also be inspected for leaks and debris monthly during the growing 
season. Irrigation heads, emitters, and dripper tubing should be inspected monthly for correct operation, and the soil 
in tree wells inspected monthly for moisture content. Adjust controller watering duration on a monthly basis to 
compensate for seasonal temperature. Reset controllers on an annual basis, both prior to, and after spring leafout. 

 



Utility Introduction 
 

The City of Nampa wet utility systems include domestic water and sanitary sewer.  Storm drain collection and pressure irrigation, although not 
classified as utilities, are also city controlled systems included in this overall utility discussion.  Utilities not owned by the City of Nampa, but also 
a part of this discussion are gas, power, telephone and cable television distribution.    

 
It was common practice for cities like Nampa to provide a network of roadways and alleys for access to front and rear of buildings.  Where 
possible, utilities were located in the alleys.  Over time and with growth, the need to increase distribution and collection resulted in many 

utilities being run in the roadways.   This is the case for Nampa.  Although water, sewer, gas, overhead power distribution and communications 
are typically located within the alleys, there are many roadways in this study that also contain water, sewer and pressure irrigation.  Storm water 
collection is typically, located within the roadways and is a combination of surface gutter flow and subsurface collection pipes to discharge 

points.  With the exception of relatively recent roadway improvements in the Historic District, where underground power, signalization and 
pressure irrigation are located under the sidewalks, all utilities within the roadway are inside the curb lines, under pavement.  The Nampa City 
Public Works Department, who initiated these recent roadway improvements, has detailed plans that locate these utilities under sidewalks.  

These plans will need to be retained and referred to with improvements that take place in the Historic District. 
 
The following sections summarize observations and recommendations, related to each of the known utilities, irrigation and drainage. 

 
Domestic Water and Sanitary Sewer – The common practice locates most water and sewer mains and services within the north south alleys; 
however, both water and sewer are also located within most of 1st Street and 2nd Street.  It appears that both utilities are located within that 

portion of the paved roadway that is outside of the streetscape improvement limits.  With building services primarily located within the alleys, 
there is minimal impact and cost associated to service disruption, or relocation. At the time of planning for Streetscape improvement projects, 

water and sewer systems located within the roadways should also be considered.  Water pressure and capacity, along with integrity of the pipe 
infrastructure, should be evaluated.  Sanitary sewer capacity analysis, along with integrity of the piping system should also be evaluated to 
determine if system improvements are warranted at the same time as streetscape improvements.   

 
Pressure Irrigation ‐ The existing Nampa Irrigation Master plan indicates that the majority of the existing distribution system is located within 
the north south alleys of the Business, Village and Historic districts.  There is a void area within the Village and Historic districts, bound by Front 

Street to 4th Street and 8th Avenue South to 11th Avenue South that does not appear to contain distribution mains.  The north south alleys 
contain minor lines that terminate between 4th Street and 3rd Street.  These lines will not be large enough to provide the required irrigation 



demand, as envisioned with this streetscape evaluation and recommendations.  A combination of interim temporary service from the existing 
potable sources and an upgrade project to the irrigation distribution system should be considered for a phased approach to meeting the 

ultimate goals of the streetscape planning. 
 
Proposed Pressure Irrigation Service – This streetscape planning contemplates a network of irrigation lines that will provide a drip system for 

the street tree wells and to the flowering pots that are recommended to hang from the intermediate light poles along the roadways.  Pressure 
irrigation service is envisioned to connect at alley locations to the existing mains.  Each pressure irrigation drip line would be equipped with a 
valved timer near the point of connection in the alley to standardize the location and the design of the system.  Each drip line pipe would be 

located as near to the back of curb as possible and be located within a larger diameter conduit to facilitate access, upgrade and repairs while 
minimizing the need to excavate and impact existing walks, curbs, and pavement crossings.  Two delivery pipes are anticipated to separate the 
irrigation of trees from the irrigation of the flowering planters.  Each conduit would contain an open end at each tree well and light fixture for 

the drip systems.  Special control wiring would not be required if the systems are properly sized and control valving and timers are located at the 
alley connection points. 
 

Temporary Pressure Irrigation Service ‐ Temporary irrigation service within the void area could be made by connecting new bubbler systems to 
the existing potable water mains.  This practice could provide temporary potable water to trees and planters until such time that a capitol 
improvement project to the pressure irrigation distribution system could be completed.  The process would be the same as for connection to the 

existing irrigation mains, with the exception that a dual backflow preventer would be required for each connection.  If the same general location 
is selected for temporary connections, future upgrades to the pressure irrigation distribution system will allow for a service disconnect from the 
domestic main, abandonment of the backflow system and connection to the new irrigation distribution main. 

  
Primary Irrigation Filtration – It is understood that the City of Nampa does not currently filter pressure irrigation water.  With all irrigation 

source water coming from open channel flow, the opportunity for system clogging debris is very high.  For this reason, it is considered that 
Filtration is a key component to a maintenance friendly drip irrigation system.  An automatic filter, as provided by Amiad Filtration Systems, 
typically attaches to the distribution system at the source of the piped system.  The filter automatically screens out all particles that would plug 

up a drip system and automatically flushes back to the source once the filter detects specified headloss across the filter.  These filters are 
typically built into the headworks of the pumping station, but can be retrofitted into existing systems.  Since the filter reduces overall pressure to 
the distribution system as a result of the filtration, the key component in design is determining the appropriate filter type and size and to verify 

that the distribution system will continue to supply the volume and pressure with the filter in place.  Individual filtration systems at every point 



of connection for the drip systems is not considered a viable option, due to the number of systems and the time intensive maintenance of the 
filters.  Installation of a non‐filtered drip system for street trees and planters is not recommended. 

 
Sidewalk wash down – Consideration was made for installation of hose bibs along each street frontage for sidewalk wash down.  All hose bibs 
for this purpose should only be connected to potable water, rather than the pressure irrigation system.  In the best scenario, there would be 

privately owned hose bibs in front of businesses, or potable connection points within businesses that desired the ability to wash sidewalk 
frontage.  All water used would come from a privately metered source and potable water could be used in and around food services.   City 
supplied hose bib vaults is a possible option, but is not recommended with this study.  Issues that make this option undesirable include system 

cost, separation of water lines from other non‐potable underground piping, user accountability, freezing of the service at the vault, inability for 
billing of use, possible conflicts with the walking public.  In situations where the city desired to wash down walks fronting public buildings, or 
even public venues, such as parades and open markets, the city could make temporary connection to hydrants, or use water trucks with portable 

wash down equipment. 
 

Power and Signalization  

 
Existing System – Currently, there are areas of the Historic Downtown that have underground power located along with pressure irrigation 
distribution behind the curbs.  This power is to supply intersection signalization and street lights.  Power is typically located in a conduit to allow 

for access, maintenance, etc…  In order to implement the streetscape goals for inter‐block lighting and electrical outlets and to provide for 
possible inter‐connection of signalization, a standard will need to be developed that provides a similar system to that of the proposed irrigation 
drip system. 

 
Street Lights with Power Outlets – Based on feedback from the city, street lights will be mounted with flowering baskets and electrical power 

outlets.  The outlets are for authorized use, such as seasonal tree lighting.  Power distribution to service each light pole is anticipated to require 
two conductors, one non‐metered for lighting, and a second metered conductor for the outlets.  Power service to street lights at intersections 
and at intermediate intervals along the street frontage would be located in the same trench, but separate conveyance conduit from that of the 

irrigation drip piping.  These intermediate lights will include hangers for flowering pots and electrical outlets for power supply.  Electrical Meters 
are anticipated to be regionally located at the intersection of roadways with alleys.  In order to provide the electrical outlets on light poles, Idaho 
Power typically requires metering of this type of sporadic power consumption.  There may also be an option of a special rate agreement with 

Idaho Power to account for the sporatic power use, but this may result in increased overall costs.  If meters are required, meters are anticipated 



to be located next to the alley at the point of overhead power drop.  Conduit from this location, along with the electrical wiring would then run 
radially, to provide power to the outlets, lights and signals. 

 
Street Signalization – The current practice for control of street signals is through individual controllers at each intersection.  As the city grows 
and the possibility of more signalization, or a network for remotely controlled signals should be anticipated.  A second conduit, placed within the 

trench for interconnecting street signals would give the city versatility for system expansion and modernization.  An alternative to underground 
signal connections could be wireless control. 

 

 
Other Utilities and Piping Systems 

 

Storm Water Collection – The current practice of collecting runoff within the roadway gutters that run along the outer street lanes will be 
continued with the streetscape recommendations.  This practice will allow for a minimum amount of modifications to the current collection 
system, alignments and catchments.  The sidewalk widening will not increase the amount of runoff, or result in widespread removal and 

replacement of the existing collection system. 
 
Existing overhead Power and Telephone – The distribution for both of these dry utilities are generally located within the north south alleys.  A 

primary overhead transmission system (not distribution) runs east west along the south side of 3rd Street that the city considers a high priority 
for either relocation to underground, or to an alternative overhead alignment within the Village, Business and Historic Districts.  In most cases, 
Idaho Power will consider rerouting overhead distribution to an underground system.  This is not necessarily the case for transmission lines, due 

to a number of issues, including very high costs.  The City of Nampa should consider entering into discussions with Idaho Power to determine if 
an alternative alignment, such as the railroad corridor, would be suitable for relocating this east west transmission line.  A relocation project, 

either underground, or overhead will be costly, due to the relocation and possible modification to existing overhead distribution.  If a new 
location were secured, the entire east west overhead transmission system within these districts could be removed. 
 

Joint Trench – In order to eliminate all overhead utilities within the three districts, the City of Nampa should consider the possibility of a joint 
trench system.  A joint trench system would relocate overhead dry utilities such as power, telephone, and cable to underground and combine all, 
including gas in the same corridor.  With the narrow width of the alleys and need for separation of sewer and pressure irrigation from water, 

carefully laid out and designated zones for each use will be important. 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