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Transformation continues downtown! Crews continue to rework historic building facades, replace broken crosswalks with attractive brick, and community members continue to come downtown to see what’s happening. 
Significant progress is being made on the high-profile projects that will dramatically change the shape of Nampa’s downtown. 
This summer, the City Council approved the specific purchase of the Desert Inn property for the Public Safety Building, an 80,000-square-foot building that will have a dramatic impact in the area just west of the historic downtown core. Environmental reviews are taking place now and the City will likely close on the property in October. After that, the motel will have some time to move out and the City will take possession in December. Demolition will take place this winter and if financing is wholly secured, construction will be bid in spring, 2009 with an estimated open date in August of 2010.
The City has already closed on the parcels that comprise the east half of the library block, slated for the area between 11th and 10th Avenues S., and between 3rd and 4th Streets S., (the block where Taco Time currently operates). The Foursquare Church agreed to sell, but requires an acceptable replacement property. The NDC’s consultant, Colliers International, is working with the church for such a place so the library project can move forward. The library block will include the new 80,000 square-foot library, a mixed use development and a four-story parking structure with 400 stalls.
Financing options for the projects have been affected by a legal challenge, brought by a few individuals hoping to set new legal precedent with regard to the decades-long practice of urban renewal districts bonding on future revenue without a vote. A judge is considering arguments this summer and we hope for a decision early this fall. In the meantime, the NDC is exploring other financing options. 
This fall the City continues to prepare an offering to the development community for a block it owns kitty-corner to the new library location. This “Pivot Block” is the geographical center of the city, bordered by 11th and 12th Avenues S. and 2nd and 3rd Streets S. Its proximity to the historic core, the new library and potentially a city park, make it a very valuable parcel. An independent market survey shows considerable market demand for retail, office and either residential or hotel rooms on the block. The NDC hopes to solicit developers later this year.
Still to come this fall the City will install upgraded water lines to service the Historic Downtown and Village Districts, representing a million dollar investment in downtown infrastructure.  The new 12-inch water lines are in addition to existing lines and will enhance the fire flow capacity for the downtown districts.  This is an important component to allow new development downtown.  The new lines will be placed under Front Street between 9th and 14th Avenues South and under 3rd Street South between 9th Avenue and 14th Avenue South.  

