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NAMPA — Nampa will soon join Caldwell and offer free wireless Internet access in the downtown area.

The system should be set up in about two months, Nampa economic development director Cliff Long said.

"It's a great service for the customers of the businesses downtown," Long said.

The city recently garnered a grant of $18,000 from Capital Matrix to provide Internet access in the pedestrian corridors of the historic Nampa downtown district. The grant was announced at this week's Nampa City Council meeting.

The wireless Internet project plan includes installing small towers throughout the downtown core. The goal is to increase economic development and generate new jobs in Nampa's historic downtown area by creating a WiFi zone, the city announced in a press release.

City leaders hope free Internet access will create additional reasons for people to come downtown, encouraging the location of new businesses, restaurants and offices in the downtown core. 

In addition, businesses could also benefit by being able to purchase additional equipment, at a minimal cost, to upgrade the level of service within their buildings for their own business or customer use.

The Capital Matrix Community Initiative grant program used for the project is a collaboration between the non-profit Capital Matrix, the U.S. Small Business Administration, counties and cities. Funds distributed through this grant program are used in support of projects intended to foster local economic development and job growth.

Caldwell began offering free downtown WiFi in July. The service extends from 5th to 10th avenues and from Cleveland Boulevard to Main Street. 
