Residents challenge Nampa urban renewal decision
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CANYON COUNTY — Caldwell resident Paul Alldredge said he will appeal a judge's decision that paves the way for Nampa's urban renewal district to issue bonds for a new public safety building.

Alldredge and other challengers to the Nampa urban renewal agency's request argued in June that the state constitution requires voter approval of such a project. The appeal will go to the state Supreme Court.

The appeal could further delay construction of the new public safety building at 115 9th Ave. The bond would amount to $15.5 million.

Sitting District Judge Linda Copple Trout rendered a decision Nov. 20 in favor of the Nampa Development Corp., the formal name for the urban renewal agency. Boise attorney John Runft will file a motion with the 3rd District Court for reconsideration by Thursday. Alldredge expects that motion to be denied.

"That clears the decks for an appeal to the Supreme Court," Alldredge said.

Nampa Mayor Tom Dale declined comment on the appeal plan. But last week he said the urban renewal agency's efforts are correct.

"It's an ordinary and necessary thing for the city to have an adequate police station, and that's what we're trying to do," the mayor said.

Government entities are typically barred by the state constitution from incurring long-term debt or liability unless expenses are deemed "ordinary and necessary" or officials obtain the approval of a two-thirds majority of voters.

Bill Nichols, attorney for the Nampa Development Corp., argued the case for the urban renewal agency.

"I'm disappointed that they've chosen that route," Nichols said about the planned appeal. "But we're prepared to defend the agency's actions and to pursue this to completion."

Trout came down on the side of arguments by the Nampa Development Corp. that urban renewal agencies are not the same as cities.

"The court finds that (Nampa Development Corp.) has the legal authority to issue the proposed bonds, that the bond issue is permissible under the general laws of the state and that the (agency) has complied with the applicable laws in determining to issue the bonds," Trout, a former chief justice of the Idaho Supreme Court, wrote in her decision.

Nampa economic development director Cliff Long said the city is looking into other options to fund the public safety building project partly because of the drawn-out court case. He said the city could not issue bonds anyway until the case's appeal period is complete.  
