Caldwell man takes Nampa urban renewal project to Supreme Court
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BOISE ― Caldwell resident Paul Alldredge has filed an appeal with the Idaho Supreme Court in an attempt to block Nampa's $15.5 million bonding for a new public safety building. Boise attorney John Runft filed the appeal this week. The appeal names Alldredge as the petitioner.

In February Alldredge said he would file the appeal. It comes after retired Idaho Supreme Court Justice Linda Copple Trout ruled in November that Nampa's urban renewal agency, the Nampa Development Corporation, could borrow money to fund the project. In January Trout denied a motion to reconsider her decision. A group of challengers in the case wanted the bonding voted on by the public.

"I guess we'll just wait now," Alldredge said about the appeal.

The public safety building is one of the centerpieces in a plan to revitalize downtown Nampa. The plan includes a new library and park. Nampa Police Chief Bill Augsburger said he hopes construction on the new, $26 million public safety building for downtown would start late this summer or early fall. But the appeal will probably delay the project.

Governmental entities are typically barred by the state constitution from incurring long-term debt or liability unless expenses are deemed "ordinary and necessary" or officials obtain the approval of a two-thirds majority of voters. This case will likely turn on how those principals are interpreted. 

In November Trout came down on the side of arguments by the Nampa Development Corporation that urban renewal agencies are not the same as cities.

"The court finds that (Nampa Development Corporation) has the legal authority to issue the proposed bonds, that the bond issue is permissible under the general laws of the state and that the (agency) has complied with the applicable laws in determining to issue the bonds," Trout wrote in her decision.

The key issue was whether urban renewal is a political subdivision, or "alter-ego," of the city of Nampa, and subject to the same constitutional limitations. Government entities are typically barred by the state constitution from incurring long-term debt or liability unless expenses are deemed "ordinary and necessary" or officials obtain the approval of a two-thirds majority of voters.

Alldredge and Glenn Koch, both of Caldwell, and Richard Hannemann, of Nampa, challenged the Nampa agency's request for judicial confirmation for the bonds based on that constitutional argument. David Frazier, of Boise, challenged on the same grounds.

Ronald Harriman, of Nampa, filed a separate challenge questioning the validity of the establishment of the urban renewal district.
