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Nampa picks library site
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NAMPA — The Nampa’s City Council approved the purchase of land for a new library and public safety building using the city’s reserve funds Monday.

The council voted 3-1 in favor of the motion, with council member Stephen Kren the only dissenting vote. Pam White, Curtis Homer and Martin Thorne all voted for the proposal.

City officials named the block between 11th and 10th avenues south and 3rd and 4th streets south for a new library, mixed-use development and a parking garage.

Almost 80 people attended the City Council meeting and public hearing regarding the land purchase. A location for the public safety building has not yet been determined. 

About half of the block for the new library and other facilities will cost the city $1.645 million. The rest of the purchase has not been negotiated.

More than 12 residents spoke about the city’s plan to buy the property using general fund money. Most were in favor of the deal, but some expressed concerns about it.

“I think it’s time we quit having meetings and step forward,” Homer said. 

The plan to build a new public safety building and library is part of an overall strategy to revitalize downtown Nampa. But Kren and some who spoke at the public hearing wondered if using the city’s reserve funds, moving the project along quickly and the specific location were good ideas.

Some downtown business owners thought building a parking lot two to three blocks from the heart of downtown would not bring commerce to their stores. But Mayor Tom Dale said the city plans to build other parking facilities closer to the middle of the city center.

Kren and others wondered what would happen if the city bought the land and then did not get judicial approval in June for a $15.5 million bond to begin building the facilities.

“I’d like to see what our plan is if we buy the land and we can’t build the buildings,” Arlen Gingrich said. Other residents said the city was needlessly rushing into the deal.

The city already has a system in place to build the facilities with the urban renewal district, Kren said. He questioned the rationale in using city money for the project.

“We put something in place, why are we circumventing it?” Kren said. “It just doesn’t make sense.”

But most council members and residents who spoke wanted to get the ball rolling on the library project while the opportunity was at hand. 

Kim Keller told the council that when people find out he’s on the Library Board, they ask him what the problem is with Nampa’s library, which has long been considered inadequate for a city the size of Nampa. They use words like “shameful” and “disgraceful” to describe the facility, Keller said. 

“Now is the time to do this,” council member Martin Thorne said.

The council did not specify how much money it would spend on the combination of the two properties. But previously the city had said it could spend up to $5 million of reserve money without getting too low on those funds. 

The city has not finalized negotiations for the public safety building and therefore did not announce its location Monday.
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