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Land buy could speed timeline for new Nampa library

But the city's first project is a new public safety building - which awaits a judge's OK before bonds can be issued.

Plans for a big new library for Nampa are taking shape, with a full downtown block earmarked for the project. 

It's unclear when the long-awaited library would be built. The Nampa urban renewal district's timeline still calls for a library-construction bond issue in 2013, but city leaders are investigating ways to get the project done years earlier. 

The most optimistic estimate - if a private developer puts up the initial funds - would have construction starting in the fall of 2009, Library Director Karen Ganske said. No such plan is yet in place. 

But library advocates are greatly encouraged by what is in place: a block of downtown land the city is buying as a site for the library and complementary private development. 

Last week the Nampa City Council announced that block's location, bounded by 3rd and 4th Streets and 10th and 11th Avenues. The council also agreed to use up to $5 million in city reserve funds to buy that land and another downtown-area block for a public safety building. Negotiations for the public safety site are still in progress, and the city has not revealed that location. 

The future library site is now home to two churches, Taco Time and other businesses. Plans call for a four-story, 100,000-square-foot library building - 80,000 square feet for the library plus 20,000 feet anticipated as leased space for a university or other educational use - that would be flanked by private development, said Library Director Karen Ganske. 

The private component, likely including library-friendly businesses such as a coffeehouse and a bookstore, should help the city attract a developer who would put up the initial money for the entire project, Nampa Economic Development Director Cliff Long said. That would allow Nampa to replace its parking-challenged, 23,500-square-foot existing library sooner. 

"I think everyone - the mayor, the council and especially the community - would like to see a library built as soon as possible," Long said. 

Some possible options: A developer could build the library and sell it to the city upon completion, or the city could lease the structure until urban renewal funds were available for completing the purchase, he said. 

No specific plan has been laid out, Long said, but "developers have definitely shown interest." 

A new library is a central part of the city's downtown redevelopment plan, which will be funded through its urban renewal district, Nampa Development Corp. 

The first planned NDC project is a new public safety building that would provide more space for police and fire department functions and allow the city to move its police station away from its prime commercial location along 12th Avenue South between 2nd and 3rd streets. Moving city offices off that block is an essential move to create the private development the urban renewal district depends on for future tax revenues, Long said. 

In the next few months, he said, the city will develop a "request for qualifications" to identify developers who could develop the current police station block into major private development. 

Plans still call for starting construction on the public safety building this year, he said, although delays in the planned judicial confirmation process have complicated things. 

The NDC wants to issue $15.5 million in bonds, to be repaid by revenue from future development in the district, to start work on the public safety building. A judge's approval is needed, and the required hearing was postponed until June 17. Also, a quick decision may be unlikely because several local taxpayers are opposing the plan, saying the city should ask voters to approve a bond issue. 

Officials had planned to buy the downtown library and public safety blocks with money from those bonds, but the delays prompted a change in plans. After nearly a year of negotiations, officials didn't want to put off securing the land, so the city council voted 3 to 1, with Stephen Kren dissenting, to use city funds for the purchases. 

Long said it's appropriate for the city to buy the land, since both the library and public safety are core functions of city government. 
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